·  I thought that it was odd that there was an extra place set for dinner, but imagine my surprise when a huge monster walked in the front door, sat down with us, and started eating dinner… 

· As I was crawling around under the porch chasing down a ball, I noticed a weird trap door made of wood, overgrown with grass, and set right into the ground.  I opened it and found myself peering down onto a long winding staircase… 

· I was sitting in class one day and the teacher just disappeared in a puff of smoke…

· One minute I was sitting at home on the couch playing a videogame, then the next minute I found myself on the surface of a weird planet that didn’t look like anywhere I’d ever seen or read about…

· If I’d just taken my usual route home from school, instead of that supposed shortcut, I wouldn’t be in this mess right now…

· The new kid in school looked pretty much like any other student, but you won’t believe it when I tell you what he/she really is…

· I wouldn’t have believed someone could have an entire mad-scientist lab in his/her house, entirely secret from his/her parents, but that’s what I’m looking at right now…

· It wasn’t unusual to see a stray dog wandering around my neighborhood, but I almost had a heart attack when it came up to me and asked me in a clear deep voice whether I knew where it could purchase a helicopter…

